
In May, the public was invited to speak 
up and share their perspectives, ideas and 
concerns at General Plan Neighborhood 
Discussions. I was there listening, along 
with the City Council and city staff. The 
conversations centered around the future 
of transportation, housing, economic 

development and our environment. I went into the meetings 
having received a lot of feedback from the surveys but was still 
enlightened as residents made some great points. 

The passion for these issues surprised me a little and 
recommitted me to focus on things that make a difference in our 
neighborhoods. I can see the shift in resident’s concerns from 
basic safety and well-being into enthusiasm for shaping a more 
comfortable and lively community for our diverse population. It 
seems South Salt Lake is perfectly positioned to be the place people 
want to live and work, and there are many ways that our housing 
and businesses are shaping neighborhoods that so many want to 
be in. We still have work to do, in making safer streets, more places 
to be outdoors, and attractive places to shop, play and meet our 
neighbors. I am more optimistic than ever, and know we will create 

a plan that will really make a 
difference in people’s lives. 

Over the last several 
months, we’ve reached out 
to you in order to craft the 
city’s guiding General Plan 
that will shape how we grow 
and how our community 
evolves. The General Plan 
team has made every effort 
to meet people where they 
are - literally and figuratively 
- attending community 
events and meetings, 
reaching out to parents 
and program participants 
and contacting residents 
by mail, email, social media 
and this newsletter. They 
also love working with youth 
and frequently engage with 

our Youth City Council, Best Buy Teen Tech Center and Promise 
SSL teens. They made a special effort to reach seniors and to 
communicate in a variety of languages, too. So don’t miss your 
chance — take a look at SSLOurNextMove.org to see the draft 
of the final plan and comment as it will be presented to the City 
Council for approval this summer. 

Of course, I always encourage residents and businesses to 
simply reach out to me — I take your comments to heart and 
always am eager to get to know your needs. Your willingness to 
do so makes the South Salt Lake community one that we can 
really be proud of. 

Mural Fest 2021 Artists Make Their Mark 
Around the City, Including City Hall

The big highlight of May for South Salt Lake was indeed our 
4th annual Mural Fest. On Saturday, May 15th ten new artists 
shared their work at a ‘Meet 
and Greet’ event. The City 
Hall mural was created by a 
local lettering artist, Hayley 
Barry, to the south of the 
building (and visible from 
I-80!). Thanks to Hayley 
(and the SSL Arts Council) 
we have a colorful mural to 
better mark our destination 
as a City on the MOVE! 

 

Cherie Wood, Mayor
801-464-6757
mayor@sslc.com
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Mayor Cherie Wood

What’s Up in Your Neighborhood?
You Have More Influence than You Think 

“I was inspired and loved 
them all.” Close to 100 Youth 

Voices entries for the city’s 
General Plan came from local 

K-8th grade youth to share 
what they want for the future. 
All were treated to certificates 

and pizza parties by Mayor 
Cherie Wood at their Promise 

afterschool centers in May.

LEARN ABOUT THE 10 NEW MURALS ON  
P. 5 AND VISIT THEMURALFEST.COM



 

City News
SSL City Council Meetings
Now open to the public at City Hall
Watch: video.ibm.com/channel/sslc
Wednesday, June 9, 7 p.m.
The Public Hearing for 
the 2021/2022 Budget is 
scheduled for June 9th at  
7:30 p.m. Comments can be sent 
to Mayor Wood or City Council, see 
p. 1 for ​contact info.
Wednesday, June 23, 7 p.m

SSL City Planning 
Commission Meetings
Thursday, June 10, 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 17, 7 p.m.

Is the City adding 
glass or green waste 
recycling programs?
The city is looking to up our 
recycling game, adding glass 
recycling to the lineup and are 
looking to see if green waste 
containers are feasible. There 
are many questions to answer, 
including where recycled materials 
go, and if there are enough 
residents willing to participate. 
Tell us more about your recycling 
needs by taking the Residential 
Recycling Survey at sslc.com. 

New Resident
CORNER

CITY OF SOUTH SALT LAKE  
NOTICE OF MUNICIPAL ELECTION

Does the City have any control of 
the crosswalks on State Street?

By Portia Mila, District 4
In May, the City served an eviction notice to Pioneer 

Craft House to vacate the space they occupied at Historic 
Scott School Arts & Community Center so we could fully 
utilize the building for our residents. As a City Council, 
our job is to provide quality and affordable services to our 
residents and we always wished to offer arts opportunities 
for all residents, and unfortunately, Pioneer Craft House 
was not willing to partner in a way that could accomplish 
this. We have an obligation to our taxpayers to use our 
resources widely, and this was the right step to better serve 
our community. I expressed my support at the City Council 

meeting on  May 12th.
So what is next? Our city is excited to create an arts 

hub and to make it the new home of our South Salt Lake 
Arts Council. We have really come into our own as “the 
place” for arts, culture and creativity. This also supports our 
vision of making the corner of 3300 South and 500 East 
a cultural destination. This has been our intent since we 
first set our sights on the old Granite High property. Now 
with the new County Library nearing completion and the 
Historic Scott School fully in our control, we are ready. We 
are excited for the next chapter of this local landmark and I 
encourage you to reach out with your thoughts and ideas.

For more info see sslc.com/news

Note: Opinions expressed here may not be  
representative of all Members of the City Council.

Municipal General Election is on November 2, 2021, to elect 
the following 4-year terms:

• Mayor
• City Council Member District 2
• City Council Member District 3
• City Council Member District At-Large 

TO QUALIFY AS A CANDIDATE A PERSON MUST BE:
1.	A United States citizen at the time of filing
2.	A legal resident of South Salt Lake for 12 consecutive 

months immediately preceding the date of the election
3.	A registered voter of the municipality
4.	A resident of the council district you are filing for
5.	Pay the $25 filing fee

The City Council has elected to use the Ranked Choice Voting 
method without a Primary Election.

The candidate filing period is Tuesday, August 10, 2021 
through Tuesday, August 17, 2021, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The 
candidate filing deadline is Tuesday, August 17, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.

Declaration of Candidacy Forms or Nomination Petitions must 
be filed in person with the City Recorder’s Office at 220 East Morris 
Avenue, Suite 200, South Salt Lake, Utah, between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. unless individuals are subject to Section 
20A-9-203(3)(b) of the Utah Code.

If you have questions contact the City Recorder’s office at 
801-483-6027 or 801-483-6019.

South Salt Lake coordinates with the Utah Department of Transportation 
(UDOT) on safety on state highways (including State Street). In recent years, 
this has resulted in new crosswalks at the S-Line, Gregson Ave, and Sunset Ave. 
The public has proposed other good locations and discussed safety at length 
in the ongoing Life on State project. Your comments are always welcome  
and can be directed to our City Engineer, Mayor Wood and the City Council.

CITY COUNCIL CORNER
Historic Scott School to be New Home 
for SSL Arts Council and Arts Programs

South	Salt	Lake	City	Council	Action	Report	Summary	 
Full	agendas,	minutes,	handouts	and	video	recorded	meetings	available	at:	sslc.com/city-government/council-meeting	 
DATE AGENDA	ITEM SUBJECT ACTION NEXT	STEP 
4/28/21 MODA-S	Townhome	amended	

Development	Agreement 
Consideration	to	Approve	First	Amended	Development	of	the	MODA-S	
Townhomes 

Approved No	Further	
Action 

4/28/21 Adoption	of	Public	
Infrastructure	District 

Evaluation	of	a	petition	to	create	a	new	Public	Infrastructure	District Adopted No	Further	
Action 

4/28/21 Adoption	of	the	City’s	Water	
Conservation	Plan 

Adopting	the	Water	Conservation	Plan	Prepared	Summer	of	2020 Approved No	Further	
Action 

4/28/21 Interlocal	Agreement	
Between	City	&	SL		County	 

Agreement	between	SSL	City	and	Salt	Lake	County	for	General	Municipal	
Elections	of	2021 

Approved	 
 

No	Further	
Action 

4/28/21 Parks	Ordinance	Update Repealing	&	Replacing	Chapter	12.38	as	part	of	an	ongoing	effort	to	
Reorganize	Regulations,	Codify	Plain	Language,	&	Modernize	Municipal	Code 

Approved No	Further	
Action 

4/28/21 Tentative	Budget	for	Fiscal	
year	2021/2022 

Mayor’s	proposed	budget	was	received	by	the	council	for	further	debate.	 Accepted.	Public	
hearing	set:	6/9/21 

Further	
Discussion 

	



 

Public Safety

Message from Fire Chief Terry Addison

Did you know that fire departments are regularly rated? 
In August of 2020, the SSL Fire Department was evaluated 
by the  ISO (International Standard) using a Public Protection 

Classification (PPC) survey. 
ISO’s PPC Program plays an 
important role in the underwriting 
process of insurance companies. 
In fact, most U.S. insurance 
companies use PPC information 
when deciding whether or not to 
insure a business and the cost 
of insurance rates. Four areas 
are considered in the grading of 
the community’s fire suppression 

capabilities: 1. emergency communications, 2. fire department 
operational considerations, 3. water supply, and 4. community 
risk reduction and fire prevention programs. I’m excited to report 
that as of May 1, 2021 we have 
improved from an ISO Class 3 
department to an ISO Class 1 
rating, a significant achievement.

ISO has evaluated and 
classified over 39,000 fire 
protection areas across the U.S. 
and less than 1% of all rated communities have received a 
Class 1 rating. We are the second department in the State of 
Utah to receive this rating and we are very proud of it. I wish 
to congratulate our public safety team and thank you for your 
support.  We look forward to providing exceptional service to you, 
your families, and our business community.

An ISO Class 1 Rating Saves Lives and the Taxpayers Money

Neighborhood  
Watch Meeting
June 3, 2021 7:00 p.m.
Visit sslc.com for virtual event link. 

Men’s Resource Center 
Neighborhood Meeting
June 16, 2021 3:30 p.m.
Join us for the monthly Mens’ HRC 
Neighborhood Meeting via Zoom in 
March. Visit sslc.com for the link. 
Questions? Contact Lindsey 
Edwards, ledwards@sslc.com

Coffee with a Cop
Spend your morning with us!
Wednesday, June 2, 2021
9:00 a.m.
Central Park 
Community Center Pavillion
2797 S. 200 East
Bring your own mug, coffee, tea or 
beverage of choice.
We’ll provide the donuts!

Message from SSL Police Chief Jack Carruth

In May, I listened to the General Plan neighborhood 
discussions with the City Council and Mayor Wood. Many 
residents brought up concerns about happenings in their 
neighborhoods with speeding, traffic, crosswalks and bicycle 
safety. Maintaining the public safety of our streets is a part of 
our duties, and always a priority.  I was intrigued by just how big 
a priority this has become to many residents.

This past year, the SSLPD has worked with our city’s traffic 
engineers to conduct traffic flow and speed studies in South Salt 
Lake. What we are finding out from these studies, is that for the 
most part, the majority of community members are driving in 
a safe and responsible manner. When the speed limit was 30 
mph, the average speed recorded was 30 mph. We found that 
only a small percentage (less than 3%) of those driving have 
enforceable violations. However, those who do speed over the 
legal limit need to clearly get the message to slow down.

As a department, we support the community by addressing 
speeding concerns. We do our best to conduct enforcement 
action in areas where we receive complaints or observe concerns. 

With school out for the 
summer and the warmer weather, 
crosswalk safety is definitely a 
growing concern.  While it may 
be tempting to jaywalk, please 
use crosswalks and marked 
intersections. During these neighborhood meetings, we also 
asked for you to mark places where you think new crosswalks 
or traffic improvements could be made. You can also do so on 
the Idea Map at SSLOurNextMove.org. 

Your input is an important tool in making our city safer. I 
enjoy getting to know our community members better and want 
to hear from you. I encourage you to attend our Coffee with a 
Cop which is held every first Wednesday of the month. Join me 
this month at the Central Park Pavilion on June 2 at 9:00 am.

Driving Safety Involves Everyone  



 

Community Happenings

June’s Beautiful  
Yard Award
Congrats to Joe &  
Debbie Hopper

Mayor Cherie Wood encourages 
you to nominate those around your 
neighborhood who you believe 
deserve a Beautiful Yard Award—or 
you could even nominate a block 
for a Beautiful Street Award. It’s 
easy to nominate, to do so, contact 
the Urban Livability Department, 
call 801-464-6712, or email 
aevans@sslc.com. 

Lunch on the Move 
Wednesday, June 16
FRY ME TO THE MOON
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
SSL City Hall 
220 East Morris Ave, North side 
Discover a new food truck each 
month!

Making South Salt Lake a Place to Call HOME
HOW COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAYS A ROLE

Mark Your Water 
PRIORITIES

During the past several months the Community Development 
Department has been holding community meetings to hear from 
residents and stakeholders to decide “Our Next Move” with 
the adoption of a new General Plan. As we have listened, one 
message we have heard loudly is that many people want to 
encourage the development of housing opportunities for anyone 
who would like to call South Salt Lake City their home. 

In order to make housing available to all, it helps to 
understand the different types of housing that residents may want 
to choose to live in. This graphic shows the traditional cycle of 
how housing needs may change throughout the average lifetime. 
(source: www.ci.creswell.or.us)

When it comes to new housing development, what is actually 
built is controlled by Developers and not by the City, however there 
are a few things that we can influence. As an example in SSL, 
we are seeing new examples of each of the housing types that 
are needed to ensure a complete community. South Salt Lake is 
built-out, meaning land is no longer available within the City on 
“greenfields” or for outward expansion. Instead, we are seeing 
all kinds of property - industrial, commercial, former schools —
redeveloping into housing. The General Plan will outline strategies 
to protect existing residential, while encouraging new development 
in appropriate areas. As land and development prices rise, new 
development will more often than not, feature taller, denser 
development. Moving forward we may see fewer single family home 
developments such as the Riverfront area, and more multi-family 
apartment or townhome styles near TRAX and in our Downtown as 
we seek to provide a balanced mix of housing for the community.

Your  Community Development Department is updating 
our General Plan and subsequently the Zoning Ordinance to 
provide opportunities for all necessary types of housing to be 
found in SSL. To learn more and add your own ideas, please 
visit, SSLOurNextMove.org

When water shortages loom where 
do you start? From the top, trees come 
first, then shrubs and perennials, then 
annuals and then turf. 

Your first priorities are with watering 
trees, garden beds and transplants are 
critical to keep them alive, but hold off 
on turf grass, native areas and non-
essential landscaping for as long as 
possible. Want to go even further? 
Consider replacing turf and updating 
your plumbing for added water savings.  

For more tips, visit the Jordan Valley 
Water Conservancy District at jvwcd.
org, conservationgardenpark.org, or 
conservewater.utah.gov



 

Community Happenings

MURAL FEST 2021: 10 New Murals in SSL
4 YEARS IN THE MAKING, 35 MURALS AND COUNTING!

HAYLEY BARRY
South Salt Lake City Hall
173 Oakland Ave
We LOVE this new view and can admire it from our City Hall offices! Hayley 
is an exceptional lettering artist with a lot of spunk. The days were long and 
warm for her, wearing her pearl earrings and denim overalls, she enjoyed 
visits from the community and City staff. Hayley’s incredible “City on the 
Move” mural can be found on the north-facing block wall and seen from 
eastbound I-80. 

EMILY DING
Electical Marketing Solutions
2138 S West Temple
Emily Ding, muralist of this Utah red-rock scene chose mountain lions as 
they are an indigenous species. Emily included Yucca blossoms and desert 
globe mallow in front of a native landscape. She often asked, “Do these 
rocks look like what you find in Utah?” Because being from Houston, TX, 
she hasn’t visited places like Moab, Zions or Goblin Valley—yet.

HIMED AND HOKZYN
Ta’Contento
2280 S West Temple
This team came all the way from Mexico and had to adapt to a new space, 
and other hiccups. You can view their beautiful new mural, “Esa Luz” 
(That Light) at the former Vertical Diner locale, soon to be Ta’Contento 
on West Temple. 

BROOKLYN OTTENS AND MATT MONSOON
Bonwood Bowl
43 W Oakland Ave
With their ginormous, colorful jellyfish and solar rays, their mural can be 
found on the north wall of Bonwood Bowl. Brooklyn and Matt worked several 
evenings, using flood lamps while companion dog, Bear, watched close by.

JOSEPH TONEY
Allergy Research Group
2301 S West Temple
Joseph Toney, local muralist is originally from Boone, NC. A time or so 
ago he held a sweet position as a designer/artist for the ski industry, but 
had a desire for something different and made the switch as a full time 
artist. Joseph, we’re so glad you did! Thus the mural, and three spectacular 
Japanese Red Crowned Cranes.

TRACI O’VERY COVEY
Mountain Land Design
24 E Burton Ave
A very warm welcome to returning local artist, Traci O’Very Covey who 
completed phase III of her mural ‘Habitat’ along the south wall of the Mountain 
Land Design building off Main St. We’d also like to welcome Burton the cat, 
who appears on this mural, and joined our South Salt Lake family this year!

BILL LOUIS
Clever Octopus
2250 S West Temple
Bill Louis enjoyed working during the evening 
hours—the umbrella on the lift helped during daytime 
hours, but it was still hot! The Plumeria flowers 
symbolize for Pacific Islanders honoring those who 
have been lost, seen here they honor those that lost 
their lives to COVID. Bill’s next mural is in Rose Park 
to honor the life of local Pacific Islander and social 
activist Margarita Santini, who passed in 2020.

MILES TOLAND
Technical Service Supply
2465 S West Temple
Miles Toland hails from Nevada City, CA. With 
the layers of spray paint and detail brush work, 
the preparations and thought behind it shine 
through. What is a dodecahedron? In geometry, 
a dodecahedron is any polyhedron with twelve flat 
faces. It could also be interpreted as the space we 
create between ourselves our “knowing” and the 
“ethers” or clouds, ya dig?

GEORGE F. BAKER III
Team Thirteen
131 W 2100 South
Yo, South Salt Lake! The voices are popping 
through in living color on the wall by muralist 
George Baker visiting Utah for the first, but 
hopefully not the last time. Check it out at the 
Team Thirteen building on 2100 South. If you get 
a chance, visit Team Thirteen’s instagram page  
(@teamthirteen) to watch the amazing drone 
footage. Who here remembers the Casio watch??

ROOTS ART KOLLECTIVE (THE RAK)
Miguel Galaz, Luis Nova, Alan Ochoa
Mr. Muffler
105 W 2100 South
The mission of The RAK is to expand public 
art to create a vibrant environment that allows 
people to learn about the cultures that enrich 
our communities. For this piece, they asked 
their followers to contribute by suggesting 
words and phrases that fit the theme of healing 
and coping with the struggles and isolation from 
the past year. The phrase they chose around 
the sun mandala? “SANACIÓN A MADRE 
TIERRA” or “HEALING OF MOTHER EARTH”

Mural Fest 2021 was a huge hit!  In its 4th year, the event was perhaps even 
sweeter, due to a year of confinement and last year’s main event being cancelled. The 
Meet and Greet on May 15th was not only well attended, the weather, entertainment, 
food trucks and entire scene was nothing short of magical. You can enjoy the 
incredible art by downloading the Map and visiting the 10 new murals,  in South Salt 
Lake’s Creative Industries Zone.

Our highest thanks to Lesly Allen, SSL Arts Council Director, the many staff and 
volunteers, building owners, and of course, to the coolest group of mural artists ever 

assembled. Lastly, thank you to the Utah 
Division of Arts & Museums, Salt Lake 
County ZAP, Rocky Mountain Power, Utah 
Arts Alliance and the City of South Salt Lake for investing in public art!

Have a photo from Mural Fest that you’d like to share? 
Follow Mural Fest on either Instagram @themuralfest or on Facebook, or email to 
connect@sslc.com.

Photos: Stan Clawson



Our Next Move is 
coming into focus!

Three ways to learn about and share 
your ideas for the future:

•	 Visiting SSLOurNextMove.org  
to see the draft of the future  
land use map

– Leave your thoughts and     
   comments on the map and  
   idea wall

•	 Joining us at the State of the City 
address on June 14 to visit the 
General Plan booths and tell us 
what you think.

 

Community Happenings
WHAT’S UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 

Q What can the City do to make 3300 South  
safer for pedestrians and bicyclists? 
3300 South is often perceived as unsafe or uncomfortable. It is 
difficult because of the I-15 interchange, high traffic volumes, 
a large number of trucks, and the UTA TRAX crossing. Still, 
improvements have been made in recent years, including the 
Mill Creek Trail on the north side. As a state highway, managed 
by UDOT, the City has to make requests and work together with 
them on road improvements, repairs, and safety enhancements 
to better serve our community. Projects often receive federal 
funding because they are too costly for the city to afford. Road 
projects can be, complex and take time, but we are jointly 
committed to continual improvement. 

We recommend that residents share their ideas with all agencies 
(including UDOT). South Salt Lake is currently starting a 3300 
South project jointly with Millcreek City (watch for more info 
on sslc.com). UDOT has a mapping tool where you can leave 
comments and requests, too: www.udot.utah.gov



 

Promise

When asked, “What do you 
wish to see for your future?” our 
youth grades K through 12th 
grade drew pictures and came 
up with some great and futuristic 
ideas and suggestions as a 
contribution to the General Plan.

Curious about what they 
have to say? You can view the 
SSL Youth Voices submissions 
at SSLOurNextMove.org.

YOUTH VOICES of SSL

In May, aspiring artists from the Promise 
South Salt Lake afterschool program met 

Mural Fest 2021 artist Miles Toland. They were 
in awe of his work and asked lots of questions. 

Miles gave each kid a postcard and many 
quickly jumped to request his autograph!


